
Learning from Children:Using the Observation 
C.O.R.E. Method

with dr. Paul Epstein,PhD

We know that the Montessori method is 
observation. So, what would we see happening 
on our classrooms and schools if we became 
fluent in a practice of observation? What is 
observation literacy? Answers to these and other 
questions are explored during this hands-on 
workshop. We will observe classroom
video and develop a literacy using the 
observation C.O.R.E. process. Please bring your 
curiosities, paper, pens, or pencils! When we 
practice observational literacy, observation 
becomes much more than record keeping; it 
becomes a way of life. Together we can discuss 
our interests and develop questions with which to 
connect. In pursuit of our connecting questions, 
we can use one or more recording methods and 
obtain information. We then reflect on the 
information we have obtained and create 
understanding. Based on our new 
understandings, we may ask further
questions, obtain more information, or enable 
children’s learning and development by 
implementing new practices, environments, and 
materials.As we use these elements, we hold on-
going conversations in our schools about 
observation. When we openly ask and share our 
questions, we develop an observational literacy 
and a culture of practice. We can discuss our 
connecting questions, talk about when and how 
we will obtain information, work together to 
better understand our observations, and then use 
our new understandings to enable children to 
grow and learn. As we discuss our lives with 
children, we can describe how we prepare 
ourselves to observe. Without an observational 
literacy, we tend to concentrate on giving 
presentations well. We will insist children use the 
materials properly. We will expect that children 
respond to the materials with concentration. If 
they do not, we tend to evaluate the child more 
and the materials and our traditions less. 

Instead, what if we observe and work together as 
colleagues to better understand what we have 
seen? What if we use our new understandings to 
better guide each child and ourselves? 
Observation becomes a dynamic and welcomed 
experience when we work together and discuss 
our observational practices and findings. 
Observational conversations will also assist us to 
further prepare ourselves as effective
spiritual guides. After all, when we observe, we 
do not only learn about those we watch. The 
observed teach the observer. As Montessori 
personally experienced, we learn from children. 
The children are our teachers.
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[The] teacher must know and experience in her 
daily life the secret of childhood. Through this 
she arrives not only at a deeper knowledge, but 
at a new kind of love which does not become 
attached to the individual person, but to that 
which lies in the hidden darkness of this secret. 
When the children show her their real natures, 
she understands, perhaps for the first time, what 
love really is. And this revelation transforms her 
also. It is a thing that touches the heart, and little 
by little it changes people. Once these facts have 
been seen …
nothing can cancel the impression their spirits 
have made and the love they
were able to awaken

- Dr. Maria Montessori, The Absorbent Mind

February 8th
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Portland Montessori Collaborative 
4817 SW 53rd Ave, Portland OR 
97221 (503) 972-7100 
Snacks and Lunch Provided**
$75 /$85 if registering after Jan 1, 2014

Contact Hilary if you want to pay with a debit 
card online. No credit cards. 

**vegetarian and gf options


